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MISSOULA-
1 he function of native language in holding together tribal culture, identity and 
sovereignty will be the focus of the Fifth Annual Native American Lecture, presented in 
conjunction with The University of Montana’s Charter Day celebration Thursday. Feb. 18.
The speaker. Blackfeet tribal member Darrell Robes Kipp, will discuss “Ancient 
Languages - Modern Classrooms: A Tribal Pathway to the Future." Kipp’s talk will begin at 
7 30 p m in the first floor meeting room at Missoula’s Milwaukee Station, located beside the 
Higgins Street Bridge on the Clark Fork River. A reception will follow.
Kipp has been actively engaged in language preservation and revitalization for many 
years, co-founding in 1985 the Piegan Institute Inc., located in Browning. Kipp’s hometown 
The institute researches, promotes and preserves Native American languages, especially the 
Blackfeet language.
Founded on the belief that it's essential for children to learn language early in life, the 
institute al o operates two one-room schools on the Blackfeet Reservation that teach 
exclusivclv in the Blackteet language. Forty children in kindergarten through third grade 
attend, learning not only language but also tribal culture and history.
Although tor the tribe, cultural survival requires language revival, the issue of cultural
- more -
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revival through languages touches many contemporary educational issues Americans face 
today, according to UM history Professor William Farr.
"The belief that identity is determined by language and that one’s language is not to be 
given up reflects this age’s interest in multiculturalism and diversity." Farr said. “Kipp, with 
his effort, is a reflection of the more general public interest in issues such as home schooling, 
public funding for private schools, charter schools and English-only legislation. As people 
listen to him, they will be reminded of these broader discussions regarding public education."
Kipp holds a bachelor’s degree in elementary education from Eastern Montana College, 
now Montana State University-Billings, and a master’s in social policy and institutional change 
from Harvard University.
The Native American Lecture is sponsored annually by UM’s Center for the Rocky 
Mountain West, a regional studies resource that organizes a range of programs to sharpen 
Westerners’ understanding of the region and guide their visions for its future.
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